PI3ABSHE IIOC/TAHHS OCTIVIHOT KOH®EPEHIIIT
VKPATHCHKUX IIPABOC/IABHUX EMMCKOIIIB
IMO3A MEXKAMHU YKPATHU

2019 - 2020

JTo ynmro6meHux CBAMEHHOCTYKMTEeNiB Ta BipHIX
Vxpaincekoi [IpaBocnasaoi Hepksu
1mo3a MeKaMM YKpaiHM i Ha 11 piITHMX 3eM/LAX

Xpucroc Poxxgaerncs!

Croropmui Cesara [IpaBocnasHa Ilepksa ypouncro cBaTkye Pisgso Iocnopa i Criaca
Hamoro Icyca Xpucra, cepiist BCiX Hac IIepeloBHEHI BEMMKOIO i He30arHEHHOIO PafIiCTIo,
Bor siBuBCst Ha 3eMJIi BO IJIOTI, ITI0 TIOZif0 OYiKYBasIO BCe JIOACTBO Bij 9aciB Afjama i €Bu,
npo Hei mposimtanu mpopoku Craporo 3anosity: «Ocs [lisa B yrpo6i npuitme i Hapoguth
Cuna i magyTs Vlomy im’ss EMManyin, mo osHavae: 3 Hamu Bor» (Ic. 7:14), 60 BU3BONIEHHA
nocnas [ocronp Hapony CBoemy (mcanmom 110:9), 60 craciHHA MOACHKOTO POXY HE MOIIO
3MIIICHUTICD JIFOACHKUMIY CUIAMU, LA LbOTO OTPi6HO 6ymo mpumtecTs y cBiT bora.

JTroncTBo, sike mepefyBajio B ApCTBi Ipixa, TeMPABMU i Bifyalo OTPUMAIO PafiCHy
3BiCTKY, 10 Hapopusca CHacuTendb MIOACHKOTO poxy, mo 3 Hamu bor! Cun boxuit Ha
semi | Bin Hapomxyerbca Bip iy Mapii Ak manenbke Jutarko! Cun boxuii crae i
CUHOM JIOICHKUM, TIPUIIMAE MTIONCHKY IVIOTh Yepe3 BriieHH:, B 0cobi HoBorapomxenoro
XpricTa moficbKa i 60XKeCTBEeHHA IPHUPOJia 3’ €HYIOTHCA He3/IMTHO, HEPO3/[i/IbHO, HE3MiHHO
i meposnyuHno. Tocmmogs cTae AK OAMH 3 HAC, CTA€ Y BCbOMY HOAiOHMIT HaM KpiM rpixa.
B oco6i HoBonapomxkenoro Xpucra Cracutena bor mpuHMDKY€ETbCA, AK IUIIE aIOCTON
[Tasno: «mpunnsue Cebe Camoro, npuitHABIIM 06pa3 paba, 3poOMBIINCH HMOAIOHUM [0
JIIOfielt, i 3 BUIIARY CTaB AK 40MoBik» ( @rm 2:7) pafiy HAIIOTO CIACIHHAL

JTrony HapOIPKYIOTHCA OFHI B 6ararcTsi, iHII HAPOMKYIOTHCS B 6igHOCTI, ofHi
JTIOM[M CTApPAKOThCA JKUTK 3 BOoroM i B CBATOCTI, 1HIII JIFOY JKMBYTDH B IPIiXy i 3a0yBaroTh
3a Bora , a moTiM cMepTh 3abmpae opuux i iHmmx. Big cTBOpiHHA CBiTY , BCe Y LbOMY
CBiTi IOBTOPIOIOTBCA i HEMae Hi4OrO HOBOTO IIifi COHIIEM. AJie CHOTOAHI MM CBATKYEMO
HapomkeHHA locmoma Hamoro Icyca Xpucra, Ipo HapoPKeHHA AKOro cBATMN loan
JlaMackMH roBOPUTD, LNO IIA TONiA «TIMBKM €OMHA HOBa Mif coHleM». CmH Boxmit
Hapoxyerses Bif [JiBu Mapii. [lusuanii i Hes6aruennuit [Tpomucen boxxuit mpo Hac mopein
i pagu Hamloro cracingsA. bo HapomxyeTnea Lleil, AKMI COTBOPUB BCiX 1 BCe, HAPOIKYEThCS
Ileit, sxmit HeMae Hi moyaTKy i Hi KiHIA, Cun boxxuii crae i Cunom mogcbkuM, bescmepTre
3’€HYEThCA 3 CMePTHUM, HecoTBOpeHHe 3 COTBOPEHHMM, 100 CIIACTY JIFOfielt Biff ix rpixis
1 lapyBaTy CIIaCiHHA.

A 1m0 IpUroTOBIIIO MOACTBO Hofapysary HoBonapomkenomy Cracuremo? «3eMs
BePTeH HEHPMCTYHHOMY IIPI/IHOC]VITI))) ‘IYGMO MM CJ/IOBa Bi,D;IIOBi,H;i B KOH,T_[aKY B OC€HB CBATA
Pisgea. Y wmicti Bidriemi He 3Haitnurocs micis pnsa HapomkeHHs [ocnioa Hamroro Icyca
Xpwcra, Hi B OguH roTenb He Hpuitnas Jipy Mapiwo i npaseguoro Viocuga, mob HapiTh




3aHouyBaty. Manenskuii Icyc Hapomxyerbes B 6iHoMy Bepreri, 60 cepen nropeit Viomy
He Haitmutoch Micnda. B 6igHocTi i ckpomHOCTI HapomkyeTbea Lap cBiTy, He B mapchKux
IajiaTax, He B 6araTomy moMi, a BepTell y AKOMY TpUMaIM HOMaIlIHix TBapuH. bo Tocmops
TIPUITIIOB HA I[eil CBIT HE /LA TOTO, 106 VIOMY CITY>KWJIN, ajie o6 CITY>KUTH BCIM HaM, Voro
He UiKaBWIa Hi HOITHYHA BIaja, Hi 6araTcTBo, Hi caBa, Bin saymmmscesa HenpucrymauMm go
BCIX crmokyc i 67ar 11poro cBity, Bin He mpmitimoB H¥Mu BonofiTH, BiH NpnifioB mepeMorTi
I[eJi CBIiT 3i BCiMa JIOTO TMiHHMMM UiHHOCTAMMU , IEPEMOITH IPiX i cMepThb. I Bin mepewmir,
HepeMir HaitOIbIIOK CHJIOK , AKY HiXTO i HiKo/Iu He 6y TV MaTH y TaKill ITOBHOTI, K Mae bor
. 11s cuna - mo6o.. Vloro mo6oB o Hac mepeMoIa HaBiTh cMepTh. CuH BoXmnii cXofuTb
Ha 3eMJII0, TOMY 110 bor Tak Bo3/mo6uB Beix Hac: «ijo gaB Cunra CBoro €AMHOpPORHOTO, 106
ycsakuii xTo Bipye B Hporo He 3armHyB, a MaB >XUTTA BiuHe» (IB. 3,16).

B mami gui pgyxe yacro mra locmopma HeMae Micna B KUTTI 6araTbox JIOfel, B
KUTTI PORMH, CYCHiNbCTBA, HapofdiB i fep>xaB. TBopinHA He moTpebye cBoero Teopid,
nonu OynyoTh pait Ha 3eMiIi 6e3 Bora, aste 6e3 bora B KiHIIEBOMY pesy/IbTaTi XKUTTSA JIOfEH
IepeTBOPIOETHCA B IIEKJIO, [ie HAaHye TinbKy rpix, 6esnapmis i cMmeprs. A Cumu Boxuit
HAPOIPKYETHCA, 1100 HapyBaTy HaM Haio, 0 MU He OFHi, M/ He IOKUHYTI, MU He CUPOTIH,
mo 3 Hamy bor! Cepije ko>KHOI Bipyr090i TIOAMHY [TepPENIOBHEHE BEMKOIO PaJJiCTIO, TOMY IO
HapopmBcsa CriacuTerns, IO MPUITIIOB Y CBIT Bif#aTy cebe 3a HAC, AKOMY OFHOMY I CyIy
3[1JICHUTH CITaCiHHA BChOTO JIOCTBA, OYMCTUTY HAC Biff TPpiXiB i IepeMOrTy CMepTh.

CrporopHi pagifoTh Hebeca i semna, AHTeny Ha Hebecax BUTONOIIYIOTH: «CrraBa B
BuiHix Bory i Ha semsti Mup, B mopsx 6maroponinas» (JIk 2:14) , a 6igHi macTyxu mepuiMMu
ynocTtoeHi noknornTuca HosorapomxeHomy Criacurento. To >k i My HalrpaBUMO Hallli ceprisa
i MmonmuTBU 10 Budmeemcpkoi medepu, Mo MaleHbKII XPUCTOC 671aTOC/IOBUB i HAC, HATIOBHUB
Hac CBOIMM BENIMKVMMYM MUIOCTAMM i IeApOTaMy, MUPOM i paficTIo, a TAKOX JapyBaB HaM
IyXoBHIi i TinecHi cwmm >xuty 3 HuM i pyra Heoro.

IInpo BiTaeMo MOOGOXHMII yKpaiHCBKMIT Hapin B Ykpaini Ta poscisHmii mo Bcix
KyToukax semyi - B CHIA, Kanapi, 3axigniit €spomni, ABcrparii, Hosiit 3emranpii ta IliBgennii
AMepnni 3 BeMKMM Ipa3HMKOM PisfBa XpucTOBOTO i MOMUTOBHO O6axkaemo, o6 Hosuit
2020 pix 6yB MupHUM i 67marocnoBeHHnM Bix Tocmopa.

Xpucroc Poxmaersbes ! Crasimo Voro!

3 apXMIacTUPCHKUM OIaroC/IOBEHHSM,

+ Y0piit - Mumpononum Ykpaincoxoi Ilpasocnasnoi Ljepxeu 6 Kanadi
+ AnToHIT — Mumpononum Ykpaincoxoi IIpasocnasnoi Lepxeu CIIA, ITisdennoi Amepuru ma [Jiacnopu
+ Epemia - Apxienuckon Yxpaincoroi Ilpasocnasnoi Enapxii e ITiedenniti Amepuyi
+danuin - Apxienucxon Yxpaincvxoi IIpasocnasnoi Llepxeu CIIA ma Hdiacnopu
+ Imapion - €nuckon Ykpaincvxoi [IpasocnasHoi Llepxeu 6 Kanaoi
+ Anppiit - €nuckon Yxpaincokoi Ilpasocnasnoi Llepkeu 6 Kanaoi




NATIVITY EPISTLE OF THE PERMANENT CONFERENCE
OF UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX HIERARCHS
BEYOND THE BORDERS OF UKRAINE

2019 - 2020

To the beloved
Clergy and Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
beyond the Borders of Ukraine and on her native soil.

Christ is Born!

Today, the Holy Orthodox Church radiantly celebrates the Nativity of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ and the hearts of all of us are filled with great and incomprehensible joy;
God in the flesh appeared on earth. All humanity had anticipated this event since the time
of Adam and Eve. As the prophets of the Old Testament proclaimed: “Behold the Virgin
shall conceive and bear a Son, and you shall call His name Immanuel” which is translated, “
God is with us”( Isaiah 7:14). The Lord sends redemption to His people (Psalm 110:9). The
salvation of the human race cannot be achieved by human forces and for this reason it is
necessary for God to come into the world.

Mankind, which had been dwelling in gloom and in the realm of sin, darkness and
despair, has received good news and is filled with joy because the Savior of the human race
is born - God is with us! The Son of God is on earth! He is born of the Virgin Mary as a
little Baby! The Son of God becomes the Son of man and through the Incarnation takes on
human flesh in the person of the newborn Christ. Divine and human nature are united
unconfusedly, inconvertibly, indivisibly, inseparably. The Lord becomes like one of us, in
everything like us, except He is without sin. God is humbled in the person of the newborn
Christ the Saviour. As the Apostle Paul writes: “He made Himself of no reputation, taking
the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of man.” (Philippians 2: 7)

Some people are born into riches, others are born in poverty; some people try to
live with God and in holiness; other people live in sin and forget about God. Later, death
takes away one and all. Since the creation of the world, everything in it is repeated and
there is nothing new under the sun. But today we are celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the birth which St. John of Damascus spoke about “This is the only new occurrence
under the sun. The Son of God is born of the Virgin Mary” This Divine providence for us
people and for the sake of our salvation is wonderful and incomprehensible because He
is born. He, Who created all things and has no beginning or end, is born. The Son of God
also becomes the Son of man. The immortal unites with the mortal, the uncreated with the
created, to save men from their sins and to grant them salvation.

And how prepared was mankind to welcome and give gifts to the Newborn Savior?
We hear the answer in the words of the Kondak on Christmas Day: “the earth offers a cave
to the Unapproachable one” In the city of Bethlehem there was no room for the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ; no hotel had taken in the Virgin Mary and the righteous Joseph for




the night. The Little Jesus is born in a poor manger because He has no place among men. The
King of the world is not born in royal palaces, not in rich houses, but in poverty and humility,
in a cave where animals are kept. The Lord came into this world not just so we could serve
Him, but so He could serve all of us. He was not interested in political power, nor wealth,
nor glory; He remained untouched by all the temptations and benefits of this world; He did
not come here to possess them. He came to conquer this world with all its corrupt values, to
overcome sin and death. And He has conquered these, conquered them with the greatest
power that no one, except the fullness of God, will ever have. This power is love. His love for
us even overcame death. The Son of God descends to the earth because God so loved us all
“that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life” (John 3:16).

In our time, very often there is no place for the Lord in the lives of many people, in
families, in society, in nations and states. Creation does not need its Creator; humans build
paradise on earth without God, but in the end, without God, human life becomes hell, domi-
nated only by sin, hopelessness, and death. But the Son of God is born to give us hope that we
are not alone, we are not abandoned, we are not orphans, but that God is with us! The heart
of every faithful believer is filled with great joy because the Savior is born. He came into the
world to sacrifice Himself for us. He alone can bring salvation to all humanity and cleanse us
from our sins and overcome death.

Today the heavens and the earth rejoice; the angels in heaven declare: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill towards men”” (Luke 2:14). The poor shepherds were
the first to honor, to worship the Newborn Savior. We shall also send our hearts and prayers
to the cave of Bethlehem, so that the little Christ will also bless us, fill us with His abundant
graces and generosity, with peace and joy, and grant us spiritual and bodily powers to live with
and for Him.

We sincerely greet the pious Ukrainian people in Ukraine and all those dispersed
throughout all the corners of the earth - in the United States, Canada, Western Europe, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and South America - with a joyous Nativity Feast, and we prayerfully wish
that the New Year, 2020, will be peaceful and blessed by the Lord.

With Archpastoral blessings,

+ YURI]J - Metropolitan Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ ANTONY - Metropolitan Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, South America and Diaspora
+ JEREMIAH - Archbishop Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America
+ DANIEL - Archbishop Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora
+ ILARION - Bishop Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ ANDRIY - Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada




